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Nielsen to Step Down as KHPA Executive Director
Announces Plans to Return to Kansas University

FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE:

(TOPEKA) — Dr. Marcia Nielsen, Ph.D., MPH, confircheoday that she intends to step down as Executive
Director of the Kansas Health Policy Authority imyJand return to the faculty of the UniversityKdinsas
Medical Center (KUMC).

Nielsen, who has headed the agency since 2006h&dttme Vice Chancellor of Public Policy and Plagna
position that involves directing public policy iritives regarding health care policy, as well @anping and
development of strategic initiatives to advancertfigsion of the university. She will also retuonhier faculty
role within the Department of Health Policy and Mgament and serve as the Associate Director oidubl
Policy at the Institute for Public and Communityatb.

“It has been an incredible honor to be part of imgfuild this new agency from the ground up,” Nezi said of
her work at KHPA. “It has also been exciting to Wwarith the Kansas health care community and aifisof
stakeholders in trying to chart a course for tharkiof health policy in the state. This is an apaity to
continue working on the same kinds of things, lboirf a different perspective.”

KUMC Executive Vice Chancellor Dr. Barbara Atkinssaid, “We are very excited to have Dr. Nielsen
returning to the university. As the debate ovelthgaolicy and health reform shifts back to Washamgy we
think it's important for Kansas to have a strongceoDr. Nielsen has been an outstanding advooate f
Kansans during her time at KHPA, and we look fouvar having her put that passion to work at the
university.”

From 2002 through 2006, Nielsen was a faculty merahd assistant vice chancellor for health andipubl
policy at KUMC. When the Kansas Health Policy Authpowas established in 2005, she was appointed by
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius to serve as the first bohair. She stepped down from KUMC in 2006 to actiept
position as KHPA executive director.
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(more)

During her tenure at KHPA, Nielsen was instrumemtahaping the first two health policy agendasoSén
agendas focused on expanding health care covesag@er-income Kansans, improving public health by
reducing tobacco use, and putting more emphasiorary and preventive care by shifting to a “medlic
home” model of health care delivery.

Joe Tilghman, Chair of the KHPA Board voiced higreds at Marci’s departure. “Marci has workedléssly
for the last four years to set the KHPA on firmtiag and she and the terrific team she has assdmbbkhe
KHPA have done just that. She has committed heecdo public service and | am grateful for hedidated
leadership, but since we stole her from the KUMQ@uéss they are stealing her back. | think hes kgssed
her too — | know she has missed them”.

Nielsen is a native of Nebraska. She received héergraduate degree in biology and psychology foiar
Cliff College in Sioux City, lowa, a master’'s degr@ public health from George Washington Univgrsand a
doctorate in health policy and management fromJttens Hopkins School of Public Health. She and her
husband have twin 7 year old daughters and livewrence.

The Kansas Health Policy Authority Board is expdd¢tename an interim executive director when it thee
Tuesday, May 19, at the KHPA office in Topeka.
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